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Letter to the Community
2016 has been a hectic year with many discussions in Lansing about moving mental health services from the current Prepaid Inpatient Health Plan to one managed by
private Health Plans. At Huron Behavioral Health (HBH) we have a strong belief that our local presence and our knowledge of and involvement in our community allows
us to provide the highest level of service to the people in Huron County. Our strong belief in the current community mental health system is based on several points that
we call our “evidence of excellence”. You will see evidence of this excellence in all departments, facilitated by our well-trained, compassionate staff who are committed to
providing quality services. Although we are among the smallest community mental health agencies in the state by no means, does that reflect our position as a provider of
mental health services. Let us share some examples.

• Accreditation - During the last two Council on Accreditation surveys (eight
years) all of the ratings Huron Behavioral Health received during these reviews
were in compliance and no correction or improvement plans were necessary.
In fact, HBH received an expedited accreditation due to our outstanding level of
compliance with our practice and treatment standards.
• Integrated Services - HBH is collaborating with Great Lakes Bay Health Center
(formerly, Health Delivery, Inc.) to provide physical health services on site. We
are continually enhancing our coordination and integration of services including
housing support, co-occurring substance use services as well as basic needs
assistance.
• Penetration rates -These rates indicate how well we are reaching out to the
Medicaid population with mental health needs in our county. When compared
to our partners in the region, we have the 2nd highest penetration rate out of 12
community mental health agencies serving 21 Michigan counties.
• Innovative Programs - HBH uses evidence-based programs that provide
more effective treatment with predictable outcomes that help our consumers
achieve their life’s goals. Programs such as Parent Management Training, Parent

Support Partner, Peer Recovery Navigator, Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral
Treatment and same-day access are all examples of innovation and enhancement
to our service array.
• Community Education - As a small community mental health agency we
want to help respond to emerging community issues such as suicide and increased
substance use disorders across the life span. Providing speakers such as Kevin
Hines, Tony Hoffman and others help to raise understanding and awareness,
educate, and decrease the stigma regarding these issues. The implementation of
our Naloxone Distribution Project is another example of our efforts to respond to
community need.
• Community Partnerships - We are only a part of the safety net of services
that serve our county. Through collaboration, we are all strengthened and more
capable of serving those most in need. Our strong connections with the Department
of Health and Human Services, the Human Development Commission, the
Intermediate School District, the Courts, law enforcement, the Health Department
and Great Lakes Bay Health Center allow us to work more effectively and in unity
to meet the needs of those we serve.

Recovery-focused, strength-based, trauma-informed, self-determined, person-centered, integrated approach to care…that’s what we do every day, driven by our commitment
to excellence. I am privileged to be part of this amazing team and on behalf of myself and our Board of Directors, am pleased to present our Annual Report for 2016.

Hank Weitenberner
2016 Board Chairman

Suzanne Prich
Chief Executive Officer

MACMHB 12th Annual Walk-a-Mile
On Wednesday, May 18, 2016 staff and
consumers from Huron Behavioral Health
converged on Lansing with almost 3000
other mental health advocates for the 12th
Annual Walk a Mile in My Shoes rally.
The Walk-a-Mile in My Shoes Rally is a
walk for individuals with mental health
issues, intellectual and/or developmental
disabilities and their advocates from around

Michigan to gather at our state Capitol and
educate the public and legislators about
mental health. Participants shared their
messages about reducing stigma for those
with a mental illness, intellectual and/or
developmental disability by using respectful
language, focusing on abilities and allowing
everyone to participate and feel included in
their community.

HBH Chooses Great Lakes Bay Health Clinic
as Pinnacle Partners Recipient
On June 16, 2016 Huron
Behavioral Health held their 5th
annual Celebrate Success event
where consumers, staff and
the community are recognized
for their contributions and
outstanding performance. The
2016 Pinnacle Partner award
went to the Great Lakes Bay
Health Clinic (formerly, Health
Delivery, Inc.). This award is
given to those agencies or
businesses that embrace the
concepts of community inclusion,
Pictured left to right- Norma Emerick, LPN, Dr. John Klosowski, Tammie Bowring, LPN
respect and service to those
and Suzanne Prich, CEO, HBH
served by Huron Behavioral
Health. Weekly, Great Lakes Bay staff is on site at HBH to help integrate physical and mental health services thus
promoting recovery and wellness.
Huron Behavioral Health’s Community Links staff was chosen Team of the Year for their outstanding job in providing
community inclusion and employment for individuals with intellectual and/or developmental disabilities.
Many consumers of HBH services also received awards for outstanding performance in volunteerism, business
ownership and advocating for individuals with mental illness, intellectual and/or developmental disabilities. Dancing,
food and friends followed the awards ceremony.

OUR MISSION
Huron Behavioral Health’s mission is to
provide timely, high quality, culturally
sensitive services while supporting the
recovery journey of individuals and their
families.
The following services may be available:

• Emergency Services
• Crisis Intervention
• Inpatient Hospitalization
• Groups (psychoeducation)
• Outpatient Therapy
• Medication/Psychiatric Evaluation
• Case Management
• Drop-in Services (Flashpoint)
• Supported Employment Program
• Skill Building
• Psychological Testing
• Occupational Therapy
• Community Living Supports
• Respite - Family Support
• Assertive Community Treatment
• Home Based Services

To Contact Huron Behavioral Health Emergency Services You May:
• CALL HBH’s 24/7 Crisis Line: 1-800-356-5568
• CALL (989) 269-9293 or toll free 1-800-356-5568

• CALL 911
• GO to the nearest emergency room

Hours: Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m. -5:00 pm • Thursdays until 7:00 pm
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HURON BEHAVIORAL HEALTH BRINGS
SPEAKERS TO THE COMMUNITY

Presenter - Kevin Hines

Presenter - Tony Hoffman

On September 29, 2016, Huron Behavioral Health
provided a presentation by Kevin Hines to 172
community members. Kevin Hines is an award-winning
global speaker, bestselling author, documentary
filmmaker, suicide prevention and mental health
advocate who shared his story of an unlikely survival
and his strong will to live. Two years after he was
diagnosed with bipolar disorder, he attempted to take
his life by jumping from the Golden Gate Bridge. Kevin’s
will to live and stay mentally well has inspired people
worldwide.

On Tuesday June 21st, 2016 Huron Behavioral Health
provided a presentation by Tony Hoffman, Pro BMX
competitor and recovering addict. As a top ranked
amateur with multiple corporate endorsements he
started a downward spiral when he began to use alcohol,
marijuana, prescription pain killers and other drugs. He
described his journey to recovery and his three guiding
principles: Make the right choices, follow the right people,
and never give up on your dreams. His inspirational story
proves that with hope and support from others, recovery
is possible.

2016 - PERSONS SERVED
Persons with Substance Use
with Mental Illness
15%

Adults with Mental Illness
46%

Persons with
Intellectual
and Developmental
Disabilities
24%

Pictured (left to right) are J. Dean Smith, Robert Witherspoon, Robert
Sheehan, Pete Ney and Hank Weitenberner.

MACMHB Honors
Board Members

Children with Mental Illness
15%
Adults with Mental Illness

Persons with Intellectual & Developmental Disabilities

Children with Mental Illness

Persons with Substance Use with Mental Illness

2016 - SOURCES OF FUNDS

At their January 2016 meeting, the Huron Behavioral
Health Board of Directors welcomed Robert Sheehan,
Director of the Michigan Association of CMH Boards.
Mr. Sheehan was in attendance to present Longevity
Awards to some of the HBH Board members.
Receiving the awards were Pete Ney for 40 years
of service; J. Dean Smith, for 26 years of service;
Robert Witherspoon, for 25 years of service and Hank
Weitenberner, for 20 years of service. Combined,
these gentlemen bring a total of 111 years of
experience to the Board. Each has been instrumental
in navigating the many changes in mental health
services while providing a high standard of care to
Huron County residents.
“It has been a privilege to serve the community under
the leadership of such a committed group of directors
and their dedication and insight has proven invaluable
in achieving the mission of this agency. We are very
grateful for their years of service,” said Suzanne Prich,
CEO.
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